SET THE EXAMPLE.
a One of the most important ways parents can help a child in math is

= by exhibiting attitudes and values supportive of learning. "All
children have two wonderful resources for learning-imagination and
/ curiosity. As a parent, you can awaken your children fo the joy of
"¢ 7/ 4 learning by encouraging their imagination and curiosity" (Ravitch, in
‘) |47 Kanter, 1994). Sutton (1998) offers the following suggestions:

*Accept the Struggle as a normal part of doing math, just as you accept the struggle to become
better in sports. Help uncover difficulties, and of fer suggestions for overcoming them.

*Encourage Mastery. Just as it is important to repeat fundamentals again and again in sports until
performed automatically, it is important to see practice in mathematics as developing mastery,
not a chore or form of punishment.

*Look Beyond the Grade. Math grades are often calculated on percentages of correct answers on
tests and assignments accumulated during a grading period, so they may not reflect under-
standing that has developed over the course of a grading period. Help focus on understanding and
being able to identify specific difficulties.
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